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Abstract

Compatibility of new development with the exisiing physical comtext is an
Imporiad 1ssue it most urban areas and especially conservation areas. In many
communities special design guidelines are developed 1o protect the existing identity
of the urban areas against incongruent development,

Frevious research on companibility poinis at the great importance of detanls
and small-scale cues than either the mass of buildings or their site t;rgmu‘ﬂfﬂn.
In this paper Gestalt laws of form perception are emploved to analyse the street
Jfacades of buildings and io draw rules for companble desgn. The Gestalt laws of
simplicity, comtinuily, proximity and eguality can be used in this analvsis with
specific design implications.

Dewaiis such as window, emry ways, facade treatmern, grovwnd level deiails as well as
skyline, and vertical and horizomal rhyvthm of the facade can be examired
considering these laws. Design guidelines drawn through the analvsis could be of
special application m conservarion areas, and m firting the new development with ihe
ald.
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